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Art Heals Hearts: The Power of Expression 

6th Annual Art Exhibition 

Call for Music and Poetry Entries 
 

The Ecumenical Center, 8310 Ewing Halsell Drive, San Antonio, Texas 78229 

Artists’ reception (with music performances/poetry readings) will be held on 

October 26, 2018 

Visual arts exhibit opens October 26 –January 10, 2019 

 

DEADLINE: Entry deadline by email is October 5, 2018 

Entries must be submitted via email to Lcenanovic@ecrh.org by this date. 

 

IMPORTANT DATES: 

October 5, 2018 : Email entry deadline 

 

 

ABOUT THE ECUMENICAL CENTER: The Center is an ecumenical force for hope, 

dedicated to alleviating suffering and facilitating spiritual, ethical, physical, emotional, and 

intellectual healing for our community and God’s world. 

 

CRITERIA: The purpose of the show is to celebrate the power of personally expressive art to 

facilitate healing in artists and audiences alike. We are looking for music and poetry that in some 

way demonstrates the universal human emotions or unique personal experiences with pain, hope, 

life affirmation and/or the healing process. Music and poetry may be expressive of artists’ 

physical, emotional, mental, intellectual, or spiritual healing. The subject matter does not 

necessarily have to depict healing. We welcome works that are less obviously related to healing, 

but that provided the artist(s) with some form of healing benefit. The link to healing can be made 

in the brief written statement. Please see page 3 for details and help with writing statements. 

 

The Ecumenical Center is a healing space that provides counseling to a variety of people. For 

this event, we are dedicated to providing an art show that inspires hope, causes meaningful 

reflection, and honors the process of healing. Therefore, the artwork content should be “family 

friendly.”  

 

ELIGIBILITY AND RESTRICTIONS:  

*Participation is open to all San Antonio area poets, solo musicians, and small music ensembles 

of all ages.  

*Various forms of music will be considered: Jazz, orchestral/classical, instrumental, vocal, soft 

rock, gospel or inspirational, musical favorites, opera, oldies, country, pop/contemporary, etc. 

*Weather permitting, music performances and poetry readings at the artists’ reception may be 

outdoors. Some poets will be selected to read their works at the reception, while all musicians 

should be prepared to perform. 

*Musicians are welcome to submit performances of copyrighted works, provided they have the 

necessary permissions to perform them. Original works are accepted and encouraged. 
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*Accepted poems, written statements about musical works, and music lyrics may be printed in 

the Art Heals Hearts event program and shared with all who visit the visual arts exhibition. 

 

ENTRIES: There is no entry fee. Each artist/ensemble may submit up to three works for 

consideration in each category, or up to six works total if submitting both music and poetry. If 

interested in submitting visual art, please see the Call for Visual Art Entries at www.ecrh.org/art-

heals-hearts. Artists may submit works for consideration in all three categories. 

 

Initially, the Art Heals Hearts committee will select one piece per artist/ensemble, per category, 

and more as space allows. We want to include as many artists as possible. Poets, please indicate 

if submitted poems tell a better story of healing when displayed together. The Art Heals Hearts 

committee will take this into consideration. 
 

*Music submissions should be 30 second audio files, sent via email. MP3 or similar formats will 

do. Please type and include lyrics in a word document, if applicable.  

*Poems should be single-spaced, 12-point Times New Roman font, and not exceed 28 lines, plus 

a line for the title at the top, and artist name below. (Each poem should fit one-half of a 

horizontal 8.5 x 11 sheet of paper, as folded for our program.) If space allows, we may include a 

few poems that moderately exceed this length. 

 

SALES: The Ecumenical Center will not be a party to the sale of any music or publications, or a 

party to any bookings. Artists can provide contact information for our printed program, and may 

indicate if any audio recordings or publications are available for purchase outside of this event.  

 

IMAGE/AUDIO USE/COPYRIGHTS: Each artist retains all copyrights to his/her submitted 

images, audio samples, writing and represented work. Any copyrighted works performed by a 

third party with permission should include copyright details. By participating in Art Heals 

Hearts, each artist grants The Ecumenical Center the right to use images or representations of 

his/her selected submissions for promotional purposes. 

 

NOTIFICATION: The Art Heals Hearts committee will review submissions. Artists will be 

notified by October 12, 2018 via email.  

 

PRIVACY POLICY: Artist contact information (address, telephone, etc.) is only held for the 

purpose of contacting artists about Art Heals Hearts, and is not preserved for any other purpose. 

Any electronic images or audio files of unselected works will be deleted. Participant email 

submission data and files may be kept on file for Art Heals Hearts purposes, unless otherwise 

requested by the artist.  

 

ONLINE ENTRY ONLY: All audio files should include at least a portion of the music’s title in 

the file label. Please type all poems, lyrics, and statements in a word document and label what 

each section is. If files are too large to send in one email, please send separately and label 

multiple emails accordingly (Part 1: Text, Part 2: Audio, etc.). Please include poem titles at the 

top of each poem. 

 

SIMPLE STEPS FOR EMAIL ENTRY: 

*Send your email entry to: Lcenanovic@ecrh.org 
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*Email subject line: Art Heals Hearts Exhibition- Music/Poetry (Part 1, etc. if applicable) 

*In your email message, please include the following seven points: 

1) Attached audio files/typed word document with lyrics, poems, and written statements; labeled  

2) Your name (exactly as you would want it to appear in our event program) 

3) Your mailing address 

4) Your best contact telephone number 

5) Your email address  

6) List of artworks you are submitting, each with  

 title and year of authorship/creation (if applicable)  

 genre or type  

 album or publication information, if applicable, with price and contact information 

7) In the word document, include a statement of one or two sentences for each art piece, about 

how making art contributed to your own healing process. Label each statement, per art piece. 

Statements may be about writing/music-making in general, or more specific to each art piece. 

Portions of your statement may be printed in the exhibition program booklet, displayed as part of 

the exhibition, or included in Art Heals Hearts announcements. Artists are not required to detail 

specific life challenges, but are encouraged to do so, if comfortable. Please do not write 

anything that you do not want to be made public. To simplify the process, please carefully 

review all writing prior to sending the submission email, including spelling, correct names, 

titles, dates; and inclusion of all important details. 
 

Guidance for artwork statements: For the brief written statement(s), think about how art (the 

creative process or actual art pieces) provided healing or life affirmation in the following ways: 

 A sense of awakening, realization, or life affirmation, from insights gained about self, 

others or life 

 A sense of identity: As an “artist,” “writer,” “musician,” or otherwise 

 A sense of purpose, worth, or ability 

 A sense of gratification or accomplishment  

 A stable or constant factor through some kind of instability 

 A sense of control through uncontrollable circumstances 

 A release for emotions, thoughts, or energy 

 A positive distraction, escape or focus; a safe place 

 A social outlet: In writing/music class or workshop; family or community engagement 

that connected you with others 

 A tool to begin a dialogue with someone/others about inner thoughts, emotions, or 

experiences depicted in the writing/music 

 

EMAIL QUESTIONS TO: Lcenanovic@ecrh.org 
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